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gators, whenever their circumstances permit the like proceed-
ings; but it was an adventurous project, requiring mature
forethought and careful arrangement. Nor did my Syrian
companion and myself like the idea of a severance which,
though expected to last barely two months, might (and so in
fact it did) prove much longer; indeed it had nearly been per-
petual; at least for this stage of existence. But I was to appear
a casual and unimportant associate to Aboo-'Eysa's messenger;
and accordingly the companionship of a third would hardly
have admitted of a plausible explanation, and might have
engendered suspicion. It seemed also unadvisable and rash to
expose both at once to a real danger of shipwreck ; the season
was unfavourable; part, indeed half the way, must be made by
sea, and the Persian Gulf offers a somewhat dangerous navi-
gation even for European sailing ships in the winter and early
spring; much moie for Arab sea craft. However Barakfit
and I encouraged each other to hope the best in all ways,
and I could not think of losing so good an opportunity for
at least scraping an acquaintance, if I may be allowed the
phrase, with 'Oman, though I knew that it could be only
superficial this time; yet it might serve to open the way to
a more thorough and lasting intimacy.

Yoosef-ebn-Khamees, for that was the name of my destined
associate, was a very curious individual, and not unlike some of
Shakespeare's supplementary characters. He was a native of
ITasa, half a jester and half a kuave; witty, reckless, hare-
brained to the last degree, full of jocose or pathetic stories, of
poetry, traditions, and fun of every description, whether coarse
or delicate. But he had one sterling quality, which in an affair
like the present more than counterbalanced whatever weighed
in the opposite scale, namely, a boundless attachment, a real
devotion to Aboo-'Eysa, not inferior to that of Evan Maccombich
to Fergus, or of Caleb to Eavenswood. The origin of this
feeling was not however in kith and kin; it was due simply to
Aboo-'Eysa's singular kindheartedness and liberality, which had
rescued Yoosef from utter poverty, and had maintained him
for a considerable time past in a decent and even honourable
position. How their acquaintance first came about were long-
to tell ; enough that for the h'\ e or six years during which